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in that, during our time of mourning
his passing, his example quieted some
of the divisiveness that is on display
all too often, Mr. Speaker.

We have a lot to learn from his mis-
sion and his life. Oh, that we would
emulate him in that.

Last week, George H.W. Bush arrived
at his final, kindest, gentlest resting
place with Barbara and Robin. He is
home.

Mission accomplished, Mr. President.

George Herbert Walker Bush, Mr.
Speaker, is worth emulating. Oh, that
we would all do so.

O 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to join my colleagues tonight in
what is a tribute to George Herbert
Walker Bush and Barbara Bush, a trib-
ute of which I hope we will continue to
live.

It is my great honor to salute Presi-
dent Bush and to be reminded of the
beauty of his love of 73 years, a part-
nership of service, raising a family, and
serving a Nation. Last week’s tribute
of mourning, memorials, and funerals
was an opportunity for not only the
Nation, but the world to learn of the
depth and the level of integrity, hon-
esty, statesmanship, and leadership of
our 41st President.

I am glad to have known him, as a
Houstonian, and delighted to have
worked with his wife, Barbara Bush, on
her great commitment that everyone
should have the ability to read. Lit-
eracy was a standard-bearer by which
she guided her later life. So many peo-
ple learned to read and cherish books
because of her service.

I got to know the President more
closely because of his relationship with
my husband, Dr. Elwyn C. Lee. What
most people don’t know is, preceding
the Honorable Barbara Jordan and
Mickey Leland, parts of the 18th Con-
gressional District, of which I rep-
resent, was represented by this young
Congressman by the name of George
Herbert Walker Bush. They were Afri-
can Americans in a segregated Hous-
ton. He was beloved because of his ea-
gerness to treat everyone as a human
being.

One of his dear friends, who will turn
90 in a couple of weeks, Reverend Dr.
F.N. Williams, the pastor of the Anti-
och Baptist Church—he still is the pas-
tor—and I remember standing next to
him in Acres Homes when then-Presi-
dent Herbert Walker Bush landed his
big helicopter right there in our com-
munity, showing and affirming the
friendship.

We further enjoyed the opportunity
to know him, along with my husband,
through his assisting him in his own
high school, Andover Academy, and
how kind he was to send a gift for our
wedding from China.

He is more than the President of the
United States, the Congressman; the
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chair of the RNC, the envoy, among
others—the Vice-President, President,
the Director of the CIA, and most of
all, a hero of World War II, where he, in
his effort to fight for this Nation also,
was shot down and looked to save his
colleagues.

He is a hero. He is a friend. He is a
man we Wwill honor and continue to
honor. By our lives and our service we
hope to affirm both the wonderful life
of his lovely bride, as well as himself,
and to say to his children, grand-
children, great grandchildren, and oth-
ers: Rest well. Thank you for sharing
him with us, for he did serve his Na-
tion. By that, he has served the people
of this Nation. My God bless.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
YOHO).

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take this time to honor the late
President George Herbert Walker Bush,
our 41st President of the United States,
and express our condolences to the
Bush family.

President Bush accomplished many
policy objectives during his nearly 30
years in government, but I believe his
greatest legacy is his complete devo-
tion to this Nation and its people. In
and out of office, President Bush dedi-
cated his life to public service and
helping others. He belonged to that era
of Americans known as the Greatest
Generation.

Whether it was serving in the U.S.
Navy during World War II or achieving
the highest office in the land, Presi-
dent Bush never failed to demonstrate
selflessness and compassion. When
faced with conflicts and adversity,
President Bush always responded with
grace and honor. He lived at a time
when Americans and America Kknew
who we were. His lifetime of service
was rightly recognized in 2011, when he
received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Nation’s highest civilian
honor. Even though he is no longer
with us, his legacy of kindness and self-
sacrifice will live on.

As we transition into the 116th Con-
gress, I would like us to remember
President Bush for his complete devo-
tion to this country and its citizens. It
is an honor to have a career in public
service, and I am grateful our country
had a role model like President Bush. I
hope my colleagues in Congress feel
the same.

At a time in history when the Nation
feels divided, we must remember those
who have stood before us and worked
to bring the American people together
for the good of the country. The align-
ment he had in life is a simple one. In
fact, our Nation would be better served
if we followed it. It is: God, country,
and family.

I ask that we honor late President
Bush, we remember his encouragement
to work hand-in-hand with our neigh-
bors to give back to our community
and to our country. The American peo-
ple are lucky to have such a compas-
sionate and honorable leader and we
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will forever be grateful for his service
to this great country.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, faith,
family, and friends. We may never see
the likes of George H.W. Bush again,
although we hope we do. Praise the
Lord for the President. Praise the Lord
for his family. In God we trust.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2,
AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION
ACT OF 2018

Mr. CONAWAY submitted the fol-
lowing conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 2) to provide for
the reform and continuation of agricul-
tural and other programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture through fiscal
year 2023, and for other purposes:

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 10, 2018, published in Book
II.)

———

IGNORANCE OR EVIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BERGMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GARRETT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, over
Thanksgiving, I had the amazing op-
portunity to accompany some impres-
sive individuals and thought leaders
from the Freedom Research Founda-
tion, on my own dime and my own
time, into Iraq and northeastern Syria.

There was a debate that ran between
myself and one of these individuals
over what was more dangerous, igno-
rance or evil. Ultimately, I suggest
that perhaps ignorance is dangerous
and evil is dangerous, but the most
dangerous thing might be the igno-
rance of evil itself. In order to van-
quish evil, we must first vanquish igno-
rance. We must recognize the evil that
exists in order to correct it.

Tonight, to that end, I will speak to
the realities on the ground, not only in
the Middle East, but in so many parts
of the world, but specifically in Iraq
and Syria right now as I speak. If we
don’t get this right, not only will innu-
merable lives vanish, but entire cul-
tures will vanish.

To my left is an image of individuals
restrained and then set on fire, one of
many barbaric acts that I could have
chosen to visually depict the horrors
that have been visited upon this region
since the rise of ISIS and the Syrian
civil war began.

Edmund Burke once said—and I will
paraphrase, ‘“The only thing necessary
for evil to triumph is for good people to
do nothing.” I might submit that the
only thing worse than doing nothing is
doing the wrong thing. All too often in
the Middle East Western governments’
policies are some combination of the
two: nothing and the wrong thing.

There are any number of ways to il-
lustrate this, but one might be this de-
piction of an individual who was ac-
tively committing atrocities against
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